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WHPS Awarded Area of Excellence for 
Maths 

Dear WHPS Families, 

We are delighted to announce that WHPS has been              
recognised with an Accredited Area of Excellence for our 
mathematics curriculum and approach to adaptive teaching, 
following a Quality Assurance Review in February by          
Challenge Partners. This prestigious recognition highlights the 
strength of mathematics teaching across the school and the 
impact it has on pupils’ achievement and confidence. 

Since 2019, WHPS has been a lead primary school within the     
National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics (NCETM) Maths Hub. Over this time, we 
have developed a bespoke mastery curriculum and a clear, consistent approach to teaching that        
supports all pupils to succeed. Our whole-school Teaching Standards, 
created collaboratively by staff in 2023, set out the key features of 
high-quality teaching, including clear lesson structures, strong     
mathematical vocabulary, learning in small steps, modelling,         
questioning and the use of representations and   manipulatives. 

WHPS also supports schools beyond our own 
community by hosting NCETM work groups,    
welcoming  visitors to see mathematics teaching 
in action and sharing practice at regional professional events. Reviewers noted that 
the school has “helped to improve mathematics in a number of schools and              
inspired teachers across the north of London.” 

Most importantly, the review recognised that      
pupils  enjoy mathematics and experience success 
in their learning, with outcomes significantly above 
national  averages. We are very proud of this achievement!                                                                   

             Olivia Cooper, Maths Leader 

 EVENTS NEXT WEEK—LAST WEEK FOR AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

MONDAY:               Danube Class Swimming PM 

                                      3:45-4:30 Yr4 MTC Meeting for parents  

TUESDAY:                    Prospective Parent Tour 

     Royal Academy of Music visit Nursery 

WEDNESDAY:             Thames Class Swimming PM          

FRIDAY:                        9:10  Lily Class Assembly 

   9:00-3:30 Debating Club Competing at South Hampstead School 

                                      11:00 Golden Time 

                                      END OF TERM– SCHOOL DAY ENDS at 2:00PM 



 

Celebrating Positive Feedback from Our 
Challenge Partners Review 

 
We are delighted to share some very positive news with our school community. Recently, West      
Hampstead Primary School (WHPS) took part in a Quality Assurance Review (QAR) carried out by     
Challenge Partners. Challenge Partners is a national network of schools that work together to improve 
education through collaboration, peer review and shared expertise. 

 
A QAR involves experienced school leaders visiting a 
school to review key aspects such as leadership,       
curriculum, teaching and learning. It is important to 
note that this process is not the same as an Ofsted 
inspection. As the report explains, it is “a voluntary and 
developmental process” designed to support schools 
through professional dialogue and shared learning. 
 
Despite this, the feedback offers valuable external    
validation. We are extremely proud that WHPS          
received an overall peer evaluation estimate of 

“Leading.” The review recognised the strong work taking place across the school and confirmed that our 
approach is having a positive impact. As the reviewers noted, WHPS is a school with “a strong ethos and 
culture, underpinned by shared values, consistency and high aspiration.” 
 

Leadership at All Levels 

The review team judged Leadership at all levels to be 
Leading, highlighting the strong and thoughtful         
leadership across the school. The report praised the 
headteacher and senior leadership team for continuing 
to drive improvement and keeping pupils at the centre 
of every decision. They described the leadership as 
“reflective and astute,” and recognised that leaders 
share “a moral imperative and strong ambition for the 
community that their inclusive school serves.” 

 
Reviewers also noted the positive professional culture within the 
school. Staff feel supported through clear communication and          
opportunities for professional development, with leaders who 
“actively listen to staff and respond thoughtfully, which has helped to 
foster trust.” 
 
Another strength highlighted was the way leadership is shared across 
the school. Middle leaders are empowered to develop their subjects 
and contribute to school improvement. The report recognised 
“knowledgeable and passionate middle leaders” who are trusted to 
monitor and develop their areas. This distributed leadership has 
helped strengthen the curriculum and build capacity across the 
school. 



Quality of Provision and Outcomes 
The quality of provision and outcomes at WHPS was also judged as Leading, with the review team   
highlighting the strong learning culture throughout the school. They noted that “strong, trusting          
relationships contribute to a positive, purposeful learning environment where pupils are encouraged to 
be curious, confident learners.” 
 
During their visit, reviewers observed calm classrooms and pupils 
who were engaged and motivated. Behaviour for learning was       
described as strong, with clear expectations and routines supporting 
pupils to focus on their learning. The report also praised the high  
level of pupil participation, noting that pupils “demonstrate a strong 
sense of belonging and pride in their school.” 
 
Teaching was recognised for its adaptability and clarity, with teach-
ers using effective questioning and scaffolding to help pupils suc-
ceed. Vocabulary development is a particular strength, helping pupils 
express their ideas clearly across subjects. 
 
The review also highlighted strong outcomes. Pupils achieve above 
national averages in phonics at the end of Year 1, and Key Stage 2 
outcomes are also above national figures. The school’s curriculum 
was praised for providing opportunities for depth and challenge, 
with the report describing it as “low    threshold and high ceiling.” 

 

Quality of Provision and Outcomes for Disadvantaged Pupils and Pupils with 
Additional Needs 
The review team also recognised the school’s strong commitment to ensuring that disadvantaged pupils 
and pupils with additional needs thrive. This area was also judged as Leading, reflecting the school’s   
inclusive ethos and focus on equity. 
Leaders were praised for ensuring disadvantaged pupils are central to planning and evaluation. The     
report highlighted that leaders consistently emphasise “that high-quality teaching is the most important 
support for these pupils.” Regular discussions about pupil progress ensure that support strategies are 
carefully targeted and responsive. 
Reviewers also commented on the strong culture of belonging within the school, noting that pupils     
described enjoying school and feeling successful in their learning. They wrote that there is “a strong    
culture of belonging, which supports disadvantaged pupils to feel welcomed, valued and confident.” 
The report also celebrated the impact of the school’s Willow provision, which provides specialist support 
for pupils with complex needs. This was described as offering “transformational opportunities to some 
pupils,” with a carefully designed curriculum and personalised support helping pupils make meaningful 
progress. 
 
Overall, the review offers wonderful recognition 
of the work happening across WHPS. It reflects 
the dedication of staff, the enthusiasm of pupils 
and the support of families. Together, we truly 
live our motto:  

“Together, We Achieve.” 
Sam Drake, Headteacher 

 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 


