6 Th e Si I k Road How do we know about Ancient Civilisations?

Art (including poetry and music) and architecture can give us clues about the past.
Archaeology uses the remains of ancient buildings.

The use and trade of different materials tells us about ancient people.

Why was Baghdad important?

The House of Wisdom was a centre of learning and sharing knowledge.

The House of Wisdom had the largest library in the world.

There were breakthroughs in the study of medicine.

Many scientists, mathematicians and artists went to Baghdad to learn and share ideas.

Why was The Silk Road important?

The Silk Road was established in 130 BC by the Han Dynasty and was in use until 1453.
As trade developed along The Silk Road, so did wealth, knowledge and learning.

661 AD to 1258 AD was known as the ‘Golden Age of Islam’.

The Silk Road helped in the development of the ‘Golden Age of Islam.

What was life in Britain like at the same time?

Medicine was primitive and superstitious.
Personal hygiene was poor.

The Anglo-Saxons were ruling in Britain.

Education was less of a priority.
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What is the legacy of The Silk Road?

Hygiene - Soap, perfume and toothbrushes.
Maths - Algebra.
Medicine - Surgical instruments.

London was not as advanced as Baghdad. ‘,
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End of the Golden Age of Islam.
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